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View of the ſolid Proofs or Arguments 
which convince us of the Being of God, 
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World, and of the Certainty of another 
Life. The implicit and lazy Aſſent which 
we uſually give to theſe great Principles of 
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on our Affections, and governing our Con- 
duct, and is eaſily borne down by Temp- 
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and habitual Conviction of the Truth of 
Them, by a Serious Examination of the 
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| governs the Univerſe, and upon the Exer- 
cCiſe of which the Happineſs or Miſery of 
Men depends. But as theſe falſe Notions 
have been different i in the Minds of Men, 
they have given Rife to different Kinds and 
Inſtances of Superſtition. Thus, an Ap- 
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Nathre and Excellenee of Faith/) Se may: 
exfify ſee: how ohr Belieb:of Tu RSſurreceß 
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leut Uſe of dur intelligent and reaſonable 
Powers; which are pi or. ineluded 
in rational Aſſent; it is plaln that our Be- 
lief of the Reſurrectiohiſof our Lord, muſt 
be worthy" and commendable, ino propor- 
don de the Degrees of thoſe good — 
el Breklencts ercsed the Belief Which che 
Apoſtles had of this Fact, as far as it has 
more of Ingenaity; and of a fair und gene- 
rous ; Exerciſe of Reaſon, than their Fein 
of the. Fut included! The Apoſtles had 


verkl bf their Senſes, to aſſure them of the y 
Reality of bur Saviour s Rel arrection 5:1 . 
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our Keen Powers, nd for our:exerci- 
ſing a Love of Truth, and thoſe other good 
| Diſpolitions, which always entet into the 
No r of Faith conſidered ; as a moral Vir- 
This will- appear by conſider hg ks 
1 viene, is, upon which we can ratio- 
nally believe the Reſurrection — our Sa- 
viour. Now. this 1 is, in gene! L:credible ! 
Teſtimony. It is plain that T eſtimony is 
the only Evidence which we can haye of 
any Facts, of which we have not an im- 
mediate perſonal Knowledge, nor any ra- 
tional Proof or Preſumption from the Na- 
tures and Connexions of Things, and that 
"This; though it is not the higheſt Prineiple 
or Gronnd of Aſſent to the hutnah Mind, 
yet is a natural and juſt one; we being 
fo formed, kat ö 0 5 upon Teſtimony, 
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caivedd in the Aſſent which we give upon 
t this Foundation, whoever, acl 3 wiſely and | 
A a ee, take Care, at leaſt in the 
| : el ordinary and important 
Facts propo d to bis Belief, that he goes 
upon a ſure or reaſonable Ground, before 
be admits and believes them. Now the 
Reſurrection of our Sayiout being a Fact 
af. this Sort, if we would give 2 Goren 
Aſſent to it, we muſt firſt fatisfy 
. — the Credibility of, "the. Report or Tec 
_ titnony upon which we admit it. Andi in 
being Bad ian: in this Matter, it will 
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poſſihle, Which it ſeems; ſome both of the 
ancient and modern Adverſaries of Chriſtia- 
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their Philoſophy, alledged it not to be. If 
this ſhould, prove to he the Caſe, all Inqui- 
| dies about the Evidences of our Lords Re- 
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Divine Interpoſition, was to be anſwered : 
by ſuch an Event as, the Reſurre n of our 7} 
Saviour. As it is not at all probable that 1. 
the Governor of the World, w would, inter- 
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po vin muſt be pip 25 wh 
know! the State of the World before 
Coming of our Saviour, and how much 
the Gene rality of Men ſtood in need of an 
authoritative Inſtruction in the Doctrines 
and Duties of Religion, and particularly in 
the great Doctrine of a future State, that 
the accompliſhing theſe Ends; even by a 
miraculous Interpoſition, was a Thing high- 
y worthy of the moſt Serien Parent and 
Governor of Mankind., © |/ 6) Jn 1 
After having thus eaticfied aura to 
cho Poſiibility of our Savionr's/ Reſurrec- 
tion, and- likewiſe as to what may be called 
the Expediency of it, we muſt; then take 
the poſitive Teſtimony or Report, upon 
which our Belief of this Fact depends, into 
Conſideration; and in examining the Cre- 
dibility or Truth of this, there are two 
Things which will naturally require our 
Attention: 1. The Qualifications of the 
Witneſſes who delivered this Teſtimony. 
2. The mee af: Wen Kaim 
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haſ n. Witneſſes of out Sayiour's Re- 
are an, touching the H act of which they 
gire deſtiny This is a Thing about 
which we muſt very eaſily be ſatisfied. For 
de Reſurrection of our Lord having-boen 
2 plain Object of Senſe, and the Apoſt 


having had the Evidence of ſeveral af their 
genſes, not only at one Time, and in a 
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2 conſiderable Time at once, to, convince 


ther m that the very Perſon,/ w whoſe Follow- 
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to be dead, unleſs: it can be ſaid that they 
had no Uſe of their Senſes and Underſtand- 
ing, but were perfect Viſionaries and En- 
though 1 it has been ſome- 
times inſimnuated, is evidently a moſt inju- 
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publiſhing this Fact at the Command of 
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of all the Comforts of the World, und draw 
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upon the Spot where it had happened, and | 
| before the Men who had unjaſtiy put | 
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ſutrectlon, to the Bellef WHICH his Apoſtles 
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and geflerons NAY the Reſult” of an In- 
enuous and many Exereiſe of our reaſo- 
fe Powers,” including: fuch Principles in 
properly conſtitute it a mõral Viitue: 
ereas the Faith of the "Apoſtles in "this 


ie, 4 Thing forced upon them 
the deat and immediate Perceptions of = 
Senſes, Which implied nothing of = tiberal 
and "Ingentons" Diſpoſition, and could" not 
be of any Value in à moral Computation. 
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the other Miracles of our. Saviour, had a 
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out: ſome Negligence; or Unfarneiv'in. the 
Conduct of his Underſtanding It titheres. 
Mary unjuſt and preſumptucus in thel'Ad-. 
ver ſaries of: Chriſtianity to repreſent the 
Friends and Profeſſors of it, as 1Þniverfally 
Iabouring/ under! Prepoſſeſſiom andoreju- 
dice;.Credulity, and enthuſiaſtick . 
for admitting as Articles of their Faith; the 
Reſurrection of : Fefus Cbriſt, dish nden 
miraculous Facts Which atteſt; the Truth 
and Divinity of his Religion; and tor ar- 


rogate to themſelyes the Honour if heing | 


thei Men. of free Minds and ſtrong judge: 
ments, on Account af their Infidelity as to 
theſe Points. - After alliſthis inſolent / Cen- 
tempt of their Neighhouxs, and vain Be * 
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gives its Aſſent, anden who at the ſame Time 
„„ the Advane. 
tage w quld certainly be declared to be 025 
the ;Side:of / Believ er. L 
. Me may here ſee what: Judgment or 

Account i to be made of the Incredulity 
of Men as to the Reſurrection and other 
mitaculous Works of our Saviour. The 
dauſe of it is not any want of a rational 


Lieber to ſupport theſe Facts: Our Lord 


üniy was no Friend to an enthuſiaſtick 
plic Belief; he would never have 


. it as a commendable or praiſe- 
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worthy Thing in his Diſeiples, in all the 
ſuture Ages of the World, to believe his 
Reſurtection, (and the Caſe is much the 
ſame as to his other Miracles) if he had 
not-knownj'ab we find it in Fact to be 

true, that thoſe who have che Prof of ft 
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which may be bleught Im Pruof vf them; 
perhaps would be judging faffily, td 
ſay that in every! Cafe; even in Qbriftian: 
| Count, it proceeds from Niſineſty of 
Heart and the Iuſfuence of: evil Paſſions: 
Indeed wicht feſpect to the greateſt Part of 
theſe WhO reject tlie Goſpel, aut treat the. 
Miracles which give Credit toit wich Seorn 
and Contempt, we have too much Reaſon- 
to coflelude from their Oonduct in Lifes 
Which is as contradictory to the. Prineiples 
of natural Religion, as to thoſe of CHriſtia· 
nity, that their Oppoſition ta the Goſpel 
flodys from the worſt Motives; and thit 
though the Evidences of the Trutli of it, 
were much ſtronger, yet they would ſtill 
be the ſame Unbelievers that they are. But 
it is not improbable that in many Places 
where Chriſtianity ĩs profeſſed, there may 
be ſeveral ho reject it, becauſe they never 
had an Opportunity of acquainting them · 
ſelves with the real Nature and Grbunds of 
it:7 "This indeed: can but very rarely: be the 
Cafe in any Countries of Freedom in which 
Cy prevails, ' where the Seriptares 
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Matt. vi. red? A Moth, or Rut chrruptu them, or 
29. Thieves breul through and team tbm; or, 
they mute tbemſelves Wings, accbrding to 
Prov. xxiii. the C Obſervation of Solomon; and fly a as 
5. en Eugle towards” Heaven; tliat is, they 
moulder afid conſume in a manner hardly 
to be accounted for. Ho. flippery is the 
Foundation, upon which great Power 
ſtands? How many Engines are almoſt 
continually at work, to undermine the 
Man; Who is in Poſſeſſion of it; and how 
difficult is it for him t6' guard againſt all 

the open Attemps, and iechet Artifices of 
His Enemies? Even the moſt vriſe and ge- 
nerous Uſe of Power; whatever it ought 
e tdebe is _— known to be tio Protection 
tõ a Man, oi or Security for continuing him 
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vantages, and pong our excceding the 
Bounds of Natute, both in the Acquiſition 
and Uſe of cher! Fora who that h 
altrays a. deep and live Conviction of the 
Vanity and — of all earth y Things, 
will think it worth his bis, to. be. NINO: 
derately careful abqut them, or allow him 
{lf in any umuſtifiable Megtures.t0,ohtain 
them? Who-thaterioully; reflegs. hat hi 
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uſe tö ue the World wich great Mode- 
| 460 to keceibe und enjoy with Thank- 
folneſt and 80briety, the ontward:Bleflings 
which” kind Providence beſtows on him, 
; for his neceſſity Support and Comfort thro' 
the v: various and dangerous Stages of Life; 
and to ſeek the Fighter Degrees of e Xterna 
Advaniae ges, not ſo much for the Purpoſes 5 
of his Private Gratification, as to be the In- 
ſtruments of his doing greater Good, 
exerting more effectually his Hm 1406 and 
benevolent Diſpoſitions ? Who that habitu- 
ally recollects how) precarious: and ſhifting 
a Scene this World is; and that it! muſt 
ſoon give place t to another and an infinitely 
more important State, and governs himſelf 
in any meafure, either by the Dictates of 
| Reaſon, or by a'Regard to his on Inte- 
reſt; who, with this Senſe of Things; and 


: this Diſpoſition of Mind, will ut toſſes 
. the World, as if be Poſe ed it not, and be 
ſo far from engaging too deeply w ith it, and 
from making 1 1 only, or principal Buſt» 
nets, to live in a conſtant Round of Plea- 

| ſures, and to arrive at a ſtill greater Height 


of Pomp and er, that He will be 
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will yield him the moſt ſolid Comfort : | nd 
pureſt-Delight, and be the Foundation, of 
erlecd and compleat Happineſs in the 
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8 to a right Temper with reſpect | to our 
worldly Enjoyments and. Intereſts.” * And 
as an undue Affection and wrong Turn of | 
Mind towards theſe Objects, ariſes chieffy 
from the abſurd and fantaſtick | f Ne aig 
which we have of their Worth, and, fr om 
the conſtant Influence of them upon our 
external Senſes; it is neceflary for remedy- 
ing this Evil, and forming f in us a Juſt and 
becoming; Diſpoſiti on towards the Things 
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their Minds Ideas of ſüpe 
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1 Excellence, with the Fog 
of the higher. Degrees of theſe Adyant antapes ; i 
nay, that look u n a arge Share of 
them, as almoſt the only Thing delerving 
their Attention and Regard, as being a abſo- 
lately neceflary to a happy and honourable 
I and the certain Means of arriying at 
it. F. rom hence proceeds their violent At- 
tack ment to the World, and their inceſſant 
hurrying after the greateſt Degrees of Riches 
and Power which they can Affain * Py and 
2 pofleſs themſelves Sibel "their { 
ſtopping at apy Pradices, t that cgi 
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Rabolutely. neceſlary: Form our Support, are 


ſhall find that Health, Content, a 
among the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Bleſſings of Life, are as commonly 
the Portion of Men in a mean Fortune, as 
they are of the Wealthy and 
that the moſt ſolid Merit, conſiſting 20 - 
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Mar halfeſſetb. Mio ſhall ee that tlie Things 


but few and; ſaon provided; that the com- 
man Comforts/ and Conveniencies which 


we Want in the World, are likewiſe readily 
obtained; and that after this additional Ad- 


vantages, To far as priyate,, Enjoyment de- 


pends upon them, maybe. eaſily ſpared. We 
and Chear- 


fulneſs, which are 


eat; and 


pious and virtuous Affections, and the re- 


gular Exerciſe of theſe in Proportion to a 
Man' 6. Abilities, together with the noble 
and divine Pleaſures which reſult from 


thence, do not at all depend upon any out- 


ward Circumſtances, but are in the Power 
of every Mortal, of the loweſt and pooreſt, 
as well as of the higheſt and moſt potent, 
and that ! in Fact they are uſually found in 
greater Degrees | in Perſons of an inferior or 
middle Station, than in, thoſe, of the moſt 
affluent Fortune, and moſt, exalted Con- 
dition. We ſhall perceive, that though 
8 Rank, and Power, are indeed Ta- 
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higheſt Exaltation of his Character, 


they are not of fo mach Conlequetice! ar 1 
2 Man, conſcious of his Integtity, need 


think himſelf either unhappy | or contemp- 
tible for the 
the bark Poſſeſſion; But the diſcreet and ge- 
nerous Uſe of outward! Advantages, which 


is the: Source of any extraordinary Pleaſure 


or Honour to a Man; and that the Diſpo- 

tion to make a good Uſe of them, may 

be as ſtrong in the Perſons who do not, as 
it is in thoſe who poſſeſs them, and when 


it is ſo, that it may be the Foundation of 
as much inward Pleaſure to them, and pro- | 


cute them as much Eſteem from all who 


know them, as thoſe have, whoſe Circum- | 
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ſtances enable them more effectually to exert 
it. Theſe Sentiments will probably be the _ 
Reſult of a cool and deliberate Inquiry con- 


cerning the real Uſe and Value of the En- 

joyments and Advantages of this World: 5 

And by impreſſing theſe Notions On up- 
thoſe 


on our Minds, we ſhall guard again 
Phantoms and Delufions, which are ſo apt 
to bewilder" and confound us in the Pro- 

ſecution 
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al Sup oO 3 of, our, vigrldly Integgſts, and, be 
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LE EX; hem. in a due Order and Pro Fd ing 
Eider dolsequire, and enjoy freely 
whatever-is.xeally. neceſſary for, ET or 


Elte likewiſe, if we can do it. by juſt and 
honourable Means, eyen of the, higheſt 
Degrees of outward Ad vantages, and. to 
lay them out, when we have obtained them, 
for procuring to ourſelves any innocent Gra- 
tifications, and more eſpecially, the moſt 
noble and ſublime Pleaſures of Humanity 
and good Offices; while yet we ſhall not 
be puſhed on by any ent! uſiaftick Opinions 
of the Worth of external Objects, to deſire 
them too earneſtly, or to prefer. the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them to the Conſciouſneſs of 
Virtue, And if we will reſolutely act upon 
this Scheme, we ſhall in Time acquire ſuch 
a confirmed Temper of Moderation, with 
reſpect to the World, as will prevent our 
abuſing it, ar our breaking through, for the 
Sake af its Advantages, any Obligations 
which we are under, as china Rd Tar 
tional and moral Agents, | 10 

2. For forming a right Fa jb in us to- 
wards the World, let us always cultivate a 
mo and vigorous Senſe of a Future: State, 
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ale in us, . apt veel Tit 0 
for Reflection. "to bur ws into very une 5 
joying then. Non tis moſt effeQual Way 
of guarding ag | ainſt this dangerous Influence 
of external Objects, and giving our Minds 
a good Pig with 5 — to the World, is 
re ft in our Thoughts from 

0 eve and WE 
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re everlal ng © Sits the Br mj 
Which are ; of finitely greater Mome 
us, than any that we can here obtain: 
Whe oever has always a firm Belief, and i 
porous Hope of the Happineſs of a future 
Life, will certainly be in no great Danger 
of deſiring any of the Enjoyments of this 
World inordinately, or abuſing them in 
y reſpect· A Mind conſtantly actuated 
by theſe Principles, though it will remit 
nothing of a reaſonable Care and Induſtry 
the Concerns of this Life, yet muſt 
det 10 o fully ſatisfied of the Inſignificancy of 


them 


— Joys ef Futhrity, chat it v 


2 hade an abs 
ſolute Contempt of ther whenever they 


dome in Competition with theſe, and will 


ill be diſpoſed to uſe Things" temporal, ſo 
as more effectually to ſecure thoſe that are 
eternal; The: Difficulty: indeed is to keep 
out Faith and Hope of a future Exiſtence 

always in a due Degree of Force a ö Vi- 

gour. For thi 

we have of i it, are 7 very obvious and full, 
as to be capable of convincing every fair 
and juſt Enquirer of its Reality, yet as it is 

2 remote Object, and as the: Exerciſes and 
Enjoyments of it will be in a great meaſure 

new, and different in many Circumſtances 

rom any that we have had Experience .of 
in this World, the greateſt, Part of Men 
however they may profeſs to believe it 
are really but little attentive to it, and form 

ſuch faint and languid Notions of it, as al- 
moſt always diſappear in the Hurry of 
their common Affairs, and hardly at any 

Time have any conſiderable Effect upon 

their Minds. It is, thereſore, very neceſ- 

ſary to inquire ſeriouſly; and deliberately. in- 
to the Evidences of a future Life, and fre- 
quent to revive, and. go over in our Minds 


Glories, and the ſhlfiitial N 


dugh the Evidetices: which | 


Ph apron tt) my — 
of the World, and ſtripping — 
Ki WY Acta A tit 0 * * m 
the "World, cis ne Di ef Chrnti 


Kind e previled, making e 
of Men to retire from the World not for 
a ſhort Time, for- cis fake ef Necbllsetton 
and Improvement: (Which ig Thing of 
great Uſe; and that fhoufd Be“ Fette 
dea by alt of #3) but entibely 
| 2 Why, 2 — only uſeleſs but It * engt 
| to Sbeiety, as well as uneaſy und gr e vou 
to themſelves, is a Matter extremely 
known. The — — of eie No 
tions muſt be as apparent to u Men of any 
Refleftion : For what'can be tore" foolifh 
than to ſuppoſe that the Auther ef Sti Be: 
ings could ever intend that we ſhodld pur- 
ſue a Courſe of Liſe quite unnstüraf tb us 
contraty both to the Dictates of the gb- 
* — front mmm = ec 


Tim. vi. into Temptations and Si, nares, and into many 


i a.joſt Order, towards the ſeveral Oe 


W ill. keeping, them a abe to, the 
calm Directions of the ruling Principle in 
our Minds, and preyenting all the Exorbi 
tancies and Exceſſes of them. This will 
indeed be to triumph over the World, and 
| to ſhew that we are animated with che moſt 
noble and generous Sentiments and Diſpo- i | 
ſitions, and arrived at as great Perfection in | 
: Virtue, as the N Condition of Gl Na- 
ture will admit, a 
2. We may, ok — — 8 id 
ſee a much more general Error of Man- 
kind, in ſuffering a worldly Spirit to grow 
in them, and in purſuing and uſing ſo irre- 
gularly, as they commonly do, the Enjoy- 
ments and Advantages of this preſent Life. 
_. . The World has been always the great 
| Enemy of Men, which has drayyn., them 


fol, fp. and hurtful Luft, 65 which ar, ton them 
in Deſtruclion and Ferdition. 1 I; would be 
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; ER M. "AT * A great Part e of chem ſully. and 
. * e their Kroon, by an earthly, | 
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ſenſual, ar d vain Converſation; by bending 
their, whole.” Thon 1 9 and Ko ndeavours to 1 
the A Acquiſi uiſition of and and attaining to 
stations of. Power : and Jonour, and ſhew- 
ing but, very little eee and Humanity, 
and frequently but little Decency, in the 
' Uſe of theſe Advantages ? The Inconſiſt- 
ency of this Conduct with the, Obligations 
of moral Agents, with, the Deſign of the 
Religion of Chriſt, and the Hopes and Ex- 
pectations which he has raiſed, his Followers 
to, muſt be ſufficiently obvious. to every 
unprejudiced thinking Man. And however 


Pal Alix. the Children of this World, may at pre- 


ſent boaſt themſelves i in the Multitude of their 
Riches, and imagine that they are the only 
prudent and happy Men, contemning all 
who do not go into Air Meaſures, as 
Perſons void of Senſe, or Spirit ; yet they 
too ſhall come to have another Senſe of 
Things, and be effectually convinced of the 
Unworthineſs and Madneſs of their Pur- 
ſuits, when the righteous Judge of the 
World calls Mankind to an Account for 
their Conduct, and reckons with them for 
the Improvement of their Talents : Then, 
moſt , all the W; . of this World 

will 
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= * found to be but Fooliſhneſs ; and ey 8 ER M. = 
alone will appear to be the excellent, wiſe, IX. 
and happy Perſons, ho having always 
moderated and exerc 75 "their Affectio 
towards E carthly'T hings by the Dictates of 
Conſcience and Religion, 200 falthfully ap- 
plied all their natural Powers, and all the 
Intereſts and Advantages which they ha 
in the World, to the Ends for which the ß 
were intruſted with them during this tem- 
porary Scene, ſhall, at the Conia of it, | 
be thought worthy of being received i into Lake xvi 
ever laing Haben ent. a ne 
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HAT the Apoſtle 
one Sex, is equ Hy: true ot both; 
rio balls when they run into a Cour 
of licentious Pleaſure, | and mind nothing 
but the indulging themſelves, in Debau- 


chery, Luxury, and Vanity, they are dead 


to all the great Purpoſes of a rational and 

15 virtuous Life. Though they are naturally 
alive, yet in a ſpiritual and Senſe, 
they are dead: They retain 
ward Appearance of Men, 
move, and — Creatures; 
the higher Powers, and more amiable Af 
fections, which cies fron 


ignity of : 
the Ends, for vv ch;x 
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eee Nature, and is inconfiſtent 
both with the prir cipulBuſinefs,:and true 
Happineſs of — Life. This I. ſhall 
firſt do, and then proceed to ſome-uſeful = 
Obſervations and Reflections wic wil 
ariſe upon this Subject. 
For diſcerning the Reaforw of ste Pauls 
Aſſertion we mult conſider [that the human 
Mind i being the Subject of various Powers, 
ſome of which are naturally deſigned for 
ditecting and governing the Wenn the Life, 
and Strength, the Perfection , Harmony, | 
and Happineſs of it, reſult. om! its exert- 
ing its Faculties according to the Order of 
Nature ; from the ſteady Superintendency 
and Government of its higher Powers, over 
all the inferior Principles and Movements 
in it, and the Subjection of Theſe to the 
Judgment and Determination of its lead- 
ing Faculties: Juſt as the Sou; dneſs and 
Strength of any complex Conſtitution con- 
fiſt in the exact Adjuſtment and due Pro- 
portion of its ſeveral Parts, the Dependance 
of ſome upon others, and the Subordina- 
tion of all the lower Principles, to that 
—_— is chief and ſupreme in the whole Syſ- 
pants attends to "a ſeveral inward 
Powers 


verning Fatültieb⸗ 21 y Man who 28 
in hiinſelf a Power" Wee 
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and best Bis Ei Life, his Bye pere 
intended for ing And 1 lis Beet for walk- 
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or Members were made to ſerve ths Uſes 
aid Pur poſes, to which they are molt evi- 
den E how: 8 
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Diſpoſition towards him in all proper out- 
* f Frater, and Praiſe, and En- 
his Wi ill. Again,, with, reſpect 4 
Mankind; that ye abſtain, from all Inju- 
ries, 10 treat. every Man according to the 
ſtri ict , 3&1 Bar Righteouſneſs, and Equity, 
nity ; 4 . wwe be true to the Intereſts of 
Society, and nat only. promote the Happi- 
neſs of Thoſe, who. immediately _ 
upon us, and are nearly related to us, but 
ſteadily purſue the moſt, univerſal. abſolute 
Good in our Power. And laſtly, with re⸗ 
gard to ourſelves; that We carefully culti- 
vate our Minds, and enrich. them with 
Wiſdom and Virtue; that we endeavour 
after. the higheſt Degrees, of the Love of 
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574 ee 5 1 6 done” | 
SEN N Benged An tie Precept. Th; alle Lb, 
A. 48 st: Pau, ſpealts, is fulfilrũ in: ihlir day- 
Rom, xiii. AG al Wings "hatſorver pe could: that | 
e ye evert ſo taitheni;, 
as Well as in that ther gaying, Tn hole 
ove thy Neighbour A thyſelf: Indeed con- 
Kdering the Inadvertence and Inattention of 
Mankind, and the Prejudices and Corrup- 
tions which uſually prevail among them, it 
is very neceſfary that every Branch of their 
Duty be particularly explained to them, and 

5 earneſtly” inculcated upon them: But yet it 
zs certain, that whoever truly underſtands 
and practiſes this one general Rule in the 

full Extent of it, will not ſtand in need of 

any particular Inſtructions as to his Con- 
duct towards his Neighbours, or be want- 

ing to any of thoſe Obligations which he 
lies under to them. But this being abun- 
dantly evident from what has been diſ- 
oourſed under the former Head, I- ſhall 

not hers inſiſt 2 22 farther Ny, ea it. ) 

Ile 117 e 8 
II. J 1 90. on now to bew e great 
Equity of this Precept, and the Obligations 
which/ we are n to obſerve and obey 

it. (1; It 90 v e 93 ni 453h 
As to the Equiry of it: This is 4 Thing 
|" yo apparent, that few. Words will be 
— om 


gal Creatures of the dame) X 
taking of va common: Natur, 3 
the fame Privileges“ and Advants it ge ; 


N ſtances; makes a Diferena in "the, Duties 
which they bwe to one anoth r, they muſt 
ber reciprocally; the Objects of the ſame 

Affections and Regards. Superior Merit 

_ will always entitle its Poſſeſſors to a PECU= | 

liar Degree of Reſpect and Honour; and 

either natural or political Relations, mill 

oblige thoſe who are joined in theſe Rela- 

tions, to 4 different Conduct towards each 
other; and a great Variety of particular 

Caſes in which Men may be, may require 

as great a Variety in our Ways of acting to- 

wards them: But after due Allowances 
have been made for theſe Differences of 

Circumſtances and Relations, the natural 

Equality of Men is a clear Foundation for 
every Man's treating his Neighbour in the 

ſame Manner in which he can juſtly deſire 

to be treated by him. So that this Rule of 
doing -as we would be done to, is the moſt 

im mpartial and fair that can be. And in- 

deed in the Equity of it, every Man's Con- 

ſciente® naturally acquieſces. This is 2 

en which all Men who have proſeſſed 
Biol! B b4 ta 
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ee Notions: of Mugalityt, ger r of 
a Fig or Hen nee 
: d im Rebe been univerſally afſented!- 
to by1Pcople of alli; Ages, Nations, nd Re: 
ligians- Even: Ferſons of the magangſt Ca 
pagities can diſcem the Equity of ib, and 
therefore complain of injurious, or unkind 
Treatment, wꝛhen in N to themſelves { 
it is broken throu h. Ochhivr b Rate ap. nr 
Thus the great Eq ity; 
Pears ; ;. Which alone, might be en to 0 
convinge us that we ate ſtrictiy bound to 
obey it: For all Mankind are plainly ſub- 
ject to the Law of natural Right nl Equity, | 
from the very Conſtitution of their Beings, 
ecedently to the Conſideration of its bes 
ng the poſitive Will of a Lawgiver, and to 
an Expectation of Benefit and Reward 4 
the Obſervance. of it; and no one, Who has | 
not extremely corrupted himſelf, can ever | 
tranſgreſs this Law, without giving a Wound 
to his own, Heart, and. being conſcious of: | 
great Baſeneſs and Depravity. But yet be- t 
cauſe the evil Deſires and Paſſions of Men, : 
are Jene ſo ſtrong, as to ineline = { 
THI 
( 
& 


to do Things contrary to the cleareſt Right, 
it may be neceffary to inſiſt alſo upon . 

other Ar ents, , which farther ſhey u 
why, we ould * this Rule, 


1. 


buzcthe::Sam.and 
it. Al 17 3 I 6 
true Religion, With out = ! 


wilt beunerly wein. e gen Ae of 


— * Was 0 IO Lille; the Law 
of .N e and to heighten and improve 


Mor al Obligations to the dame 15 oy. 


_— the” Boggs; all Wer 5 moral gl 
Virtues; and particularly: thoſe Virtues *« 


Righteouſneſs, Mercy, Charity. and he 13 
like, which are comprehi th 
neral. Rule : 


All theſe: are moſt indiſ 6 


tiſticks'of our holy Fefe "I 
ion. And therefore as ever we would ap; 
proye qutſelves the true Diſciples of Jeſus 
Cure, and anfwer the End of that 5 1 | 
gion which he has as publiſhed 0 1 Wo —_ 
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=; 2. Letius' farther colfider Uf Wii rest 


Uſe: the Obſervation of this Rule would - 
be in re gard both of publick 8 Sebecdeg and 
neee Perſohs ?: me Si e 
(.) In regard of publicle Societies: No- 
wing could be more beneficial to theſe, 


than a punctual Obſervation of this 8 | 


lent Precept. If it was as duly y practiſed, 
as it is ſtrictly enjoined, it would ſoos in- 
troduce into the World, the moſt glorious 
and happy State that can be imagined. It 

would at once put an End to all injurious 
and fraudulent Dealings, to all oppreſſive 
and rigorous Practices, to all the ruinous 
Deſigns of Ambition, the Inſolence of Pride, 
and the mean Arts of Covetouſneſs; it 


would kill all the Seeds of Envy, Bitter 


neſs and Wrath, Anger and Malice, in the 
Hearts of Men: It would, on the contrary, 
raiſe among Mankind a Spirit of univerſal 
Juſtice and Benevolence; it would open 
and enlarge their Souls towards one another, 
making them not only fair and upright, 
but humane, friendly, and generous, gen- 
tle and condeſcending in their whole Be- 
Haviour: It would engage all to the Duties 
which owed to others in their ſeveral 

States 


| Stakes aun Relations] anda Word, -woukd Sun . 
make every one as truly concern * 
mate the. Intereſt of his Neighbour; as he is 
to promote his own. And wñat a happy 
Thing would human Society then be, WT 
all the Members of it dealt thus equitably 
arid kindly: with one another! How truly 
: good 'and pleaſant would it be to behold” 
livin together in ſüch a State In thig 
Bvut we e ſhould find a full Accompliſhment | 
of the a2 neient Prophecies: concerning the 
Proſperity and Peace which are to pre An - 
in the Neign of the Meſ#ai "when we are 
told, rhe Wolf all dwell with the Lamb, Llaiah xi. 
tbe young Lion and the | Fatling © ſhall lie 25 * 
down together, and alittle Chili ſball lead 
them ; and there\ fall be nothing to hurt o- 
to deſtroy in all God's holy Mountain; when 
all the Iniquity, Fierceneſs, and Inhumsx 
nity of Men's Tempers ſhall be entirely 
fubdued, when Truth, Peace, and Love 
ſhall dwell in every Breaſt; and an univer- 
fal Tranquillity ſpread itſelf over the Face 
of the Earth. Of ſuch great Conſequenee 
would the Practice of this Rule be, for 
promoting and eſtabliſhing the Happineſs 
of Society. As ever therefore we would 
contribute to the general Good of Mankind 
wich is ur nn moſt _— 


n n r ” ee * * 
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389 Dag us un minis Be hn ve, 
Syn ae Duty andowbich all generous Minde wi: 


Nth readily talæe every Opportunity of doing; we 
renters enfin 


<9) In — of wt Perſons, the 
Obſervange of this Rule-w6uld be like nite 
very: beneficial. The Advantages which it 
would afford to theſe! are man): ſhall 
take Notice only cone or two of the moſt 
conſiderable. And firſt, it would procure 
them the Eſteem and Confidence of Man- 
kind. ante will be very well mne all 
Experience and Practice in 1 
World, e al b be ſenſible How much. a 
Man of an approved and eſtabliſhed Cha- 
racter for Integrity and Humanity, who 
is ſo far from injuring others, that he al- | 
Ways deals kindly and coutteouſly with 
them, as he would wiſh to be dealt with 
himſelf, is honoured, valued, and "readily 
truſted by all who know him; while, on 
the other hand, a Man of the oppoſite 
Character is deſpiſed, deteſted, and aban- H 
doned by all the World: | Secondly, it 
would contribute greatly to their inward 
Serenity and Peace. A Wolation of this 
Rule, in any groſs Inſtances, if it be not 
—_——_ — with a Hardneſs of Heart, or 
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weisende o th Godin or 

edneſe mul ebene bn 
Uneaſineſs ad Diſturbante of Mind im Fr 
Acts of Iniquity are ſo2coittary tothe Gio 
ſtitution e ö our Nature; that ĩt is igopd(- 
ſible, that they; ſhould ever he committocii | 
CE 3 abe comme | 


Dy Atouidts 


ariſes. upon it, but would like wiſe be a ſur 5 
and; perpetual. Source of Joy and Ooinfort 
to us: That upright, equitable; and cha- 
ritable Temper. which this Rule — 
form and increaſe in us, will give us a pure 
and conſtant Pleaſure, of Self · Approbation; 
and be a good Evidence both of our loving 
God, and our being loved by him. The 
Conſciouſneſs of it will add much to ur 
Happineſs in all Conditions and Circum- 
ſtances; it will heighten our Reliſh of prog 
Bleflings + of Proſperity, -it will revive and 
enliven us in Adyerfity, it will be our great 
Suppert in the Article of Death, and male 
5 wan humble Condes to * 

| t 


— ——— ———ů 
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— fays the Prophet En fle Efe&igf 


17. RighteonſneſsyiQugetheſs, und Afſutance for 
ewer : Mart the :Perfett;:. qudo behold "the 


Palm -Upripht,\ ſays: ithe/ nn For rey wd 
AXSVY, rare "that Man 7s Peace... u 1187 SI] dad's, 


= 41811 1 with ſome. R 
1 ons on What has been diſcourſd. 


1. We may ſee the great Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs of God appearing in this” . 
which is ſo accon Co 
tution of human Nature, and 0 condu- 
cive to the true Intereſt and Good 0 
Mankind. The Whole of Religion 3 is in- 


deed a reaſonable Service, perfectly agree 
able to the calmeſt and moſt natural Senti 


ments of our Minds, and admirably con- 


trived for conferring on us the gr : 
moſt laſting - Benefits: But —— of 


Religion more particularly and viſibly carry 
the Marks of the Divine Wiſdom and 


Mercy of their great Author; among which 
this muſt be accounted one, which is fo 
extremely juſt and equitable,” that every 
Man, who has any Remains'of Conſcience 
in him, muſt immediately apptove it; and 


which, if duly obſerved, would be a mo 
plentiful 


<P 


4 nora — -of the — wel 
\Religion; not only above the Su ſt 


wth, - ohi in the I. Agua 2) 75 


t even above that Scheme of Religion 
Which God thought-fit to give to the Jews 
which, notwithſtandir the good De gn of 
it, | and the many. excellent Rules which it 
containe „dabounded with Statutes which x; 
| were not good, and Judgments, by which Men 25 
could not li ve, that i is, Laws, which had. 
| inttinſiek goodneſs to recommend them, 
and which, inſtead of promoting the Eaſe 
and Pleaſure of the Obſervers of them, were 
Abet oppreſſive and burthenſome. This is 


l 


not the Caſe as to the Religion of the Goſ 
pel Even the poſitive Precepts of it are all 
prudently.s enjoined, and of an apparent good 
Tendency and Uſe; and the great moral 
Laws of it are op! ainly adapted to our Na. 
ture, and ſo. immedis e to Sur 
Welfare, that they muſt effeQually con- 
vine p wiſe and kind Intention of 
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uns him 


which prevail in tboſe dur Sanne r we” 5 


ſo happily, c dae for rhe Beet of tha | 
bh Gy it tal ths us; „ that God 15 


l bu ack oak. eh e to the tay f 
mere Power or Arbitrarifieſs, - but that he 
bas ſhewn bimſelf by his Laws, to be both 
our gracious Parent and Juſt Governor 3 
who defigns nothing more by the Obedience 
which nn 1 us, ow der owr 


2. We May Nane kavs; hat, falſe 155 
unworthy Repreſentations 'of/ Chriſtianity 
thoſe Perſons give us, who in their Ac- 
counts of it, omit or ſet but little Value on 
the moral Duties and ſocial Virtues, Which 
Men ate to practiſe towards one another. 
This is certainly to give us a very different 
Notion of Religion, from that hover has 
been delivered by Yeſus Chr, it, and 
Apoſtles; who have moſt plainly and cb 
ſtantly in all their Diſcourſes, declared the 
uniform Practice of Morality, including the 
Duties of a rational Piety towards Gad, as 
well as Acts of Riglitecuſneſs and Huma- 
nity towards Nen, to be the Subſtance tid 
CET EY En d 


Tefal, that Be" w — 15 5 4 a 5 ot 
"and" hotw :hftabding that the Bockrine 


Ject, is moſt apparently reaſonable in itſelf, 
there habe been many, ſome of hom have 
Been 18 val vönestecr Fer Grit DIY 
/ ernment in Religion, as to def 
"pity the Teh6rance"of all who have not 
thought like themfelves, who have depre- 
| ciated Morality, who have locked upon 
the Virtues of Juſtice, Charity, Meckneſs, , 
'and"the like, as Qualities' which perhaps 
might have been commendable in Heathens, 

a but Which are but little deſerving of the 
Attention and Zeal of Chriſtians, and who 
Have placed the Eſſence of their Religio! 
id inward Raptures, Communications, ad 


Imp preſſions; or in a Courſe of gre eat Mor- 


wu As daten and Abſtraction from the World 
and an aſſiduous Attendance on the outward 
Performances of Devotion; or in great 
Teal againſt Error, and for maintainin, ining 
what they call the Purity of Faith; or per- 
baps in a ſtrong Confidence in the Merits 
of Chrift, to ſave them from the"Guilt an 
5 Cc C 


* 6tir Saviour and the Apoſtles upon this — 
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m aero. 
tianity may ener pin vſome;! thkbitheir 
Riſe:md&rebyfratnarſtiong Enthufiaſm, per- 
vetting their Judgment, and ſhutting out all 
Means: af better Information; while! in 
others;:-they proceed in a great v meaſure 
from a corrupt Diſpaſition of Heart, which 
makes them glad to embrace any: Schemes 
of Religion, which will ſecure them a Li- 
» berty of indulging their vicious Inclinations 
in this World, conſiſtently with their en- 
tettaiding the Hopes of Happineſs in the 
next. But in Whatever way. we are to ac- 
count for ſuch Opinions, it is plain that 
they are utterly falſe, and moſt diſhonou- 
rable and - injurious to the Goſpel, which 
indeed makes no Account of any thing i in 
compariſon of moral Duties, and is famous 
above all other Inſtitutions for urging and 
eſtabliſhing them upon the moſt noble and 
ſolid Principles; and which has not left 
the .leaſt Room to any Man to imagine 
himſelf to be in a. State of Favour with 
God; and entitled to future Happineſs upon 
any. F gundation, but the pe of. uni- 
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chm abe notoriouſly:defettife in the Ob. 
ſervation/ of ity and ſhæ by their ohe 
that they have but little or no Regard to it 
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Claims of their Brethren, are full of vaſe: 


row' Views, and ' always | dy to im 


prove whatever eee the; _ | an Y S 


lgetione l But how) ca 
to be the Followers of our bleſſed: 
who tranſgreſs ſo groſsly this eſſential Pre- 
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| 388 ane . TOES ro, the;- 1 8 
SER. cept of his — z whoſe Practices 1 
XII. ſo far fr ing worthe of Chr; c 

"they. would have! been a Reproach to. any 
Halbes, and will certaigly,be deteſted by 
alllwhb Have any Gene ost lor 1 ontfty of | 
Mind in' them. Such 'Perſons may value 
themſelves;oifothey? think! fit, upon their 
Faith, their Knowledge, their Zeal, their 
— and other Attainments in Re- 
| cradictory to this 3 Rule, all their 
Faith, all their Religion is certainly vain. 
It is well known,” how highly one of the 
Heathen Emperors reverenced this Precept, 
and how careful he was to engage all about 
him to the Practice of it; and without all 
Doubt, the Behaviour of many, who have 
had no better Guide than the Light of their 
own Minds, will be the Condemnation of 
Multitudes of degenerate Chriſtians, who 
nn the common Duties of Morality; have 
= fallen far ſhort of thoſe, whom perhaps they 
have deſpiſed, as poor blind Heathens, not- 
withſtanding that the Goſpel has siven 
the greateſt Advantages for performing t 
Duties, and makes the higheſt Account of 
them, and exacts the Fate er them with 
| the utmoſt Severity.” 115 28 9112 10 
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Fenn Fa es f Jeruſalem: 75 They foall 

|- profperi that loue thee... Peace br iber 

© thy Malls, and Praſperity within thy Pa- 
laces For my :Brethren . and Cumpunions | 


» Sakes;/) I will now ſay, Peace be mithin 
trbee. Becauſe: , the Houſe f the Lord 7. 
o aki HR ſeekithy: Good. S e 
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N. theſe * Lord, the Pla miſt re om S ERM: 
mends the Cultivation of one of the XIII. 
moſt noble and becoming Affections, 2 
that have any Place in the human n Heart, 115 
a: Love of our Country, or of that eg 
munity or gociety of which we are Mem- 
bers; and excites us to it, by Conſiderations | 

of the greateſt Weight and Importance. 
The Method in which he directs us to cul- 85 
SR 6 tivate 
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pada Ros Mabe 2 blow going 
that he would, in, Ways confiſteut with 
Kr 0 n Mie! And 


bliſh the Quict and Welfare of uit —— 
4- Which Act of Ptaying to 
S God for the Happineſs of our Cpuntry, as 
it proſupyoſes's knee Eoue ol eur Ooun- 
be-both the greateſt P of fancnels; as act | 


— and Tudge-of ra ener act, 
any Semtiments and Affections Which we 
do not perceive and Rteſ\within'vs; Toit is 
a moſt excellent Means of improving and 
F pereaſing this Affection, The Habits of 
al Viettes atiſe out of the repeated" Acts 
dn Ruereiſes of the Virtues chein gives; 
und the Exerciſe of virtuous Affections, in 
folemn+ Acts of Devotion, and under an 
immediate lively Senſe of the Preſence and 
Inſpection of the Deity, muſt have a 
mighty Efficacy, above all other Ways of 
* and re — 
10 


nity of the Divine Natars. ofDhe.-olfetitis 
our Pthyets, itherefotefor the Hroſperity 
33 with: Vnderſtunding and igt 
plainly an admirabie Hrpadient 
| for ems t heightening u. Temptig 
Good. will and Love cbards us) — 
ſides that this Practice li / we fAttef 
with Judgment, muſt draw forth: our ro 
of our Country inte all thoſ FA | 


ate vet is in gur oπõ ower 
ning 5 the Blefings, wikeh h 
- The Motives by whiah, he Pala er 
cites us thus to cultivate an Affection to the 
Publick, ate of great Force, ati 
deſerve. our Attention. The firſt is 7cati- 
tained. in theſe. Words: ; they .ſboll.-profper = 
that love thee, By à ſincere and :zealons 
ttachment to the Intereſt of ti & Commu 
ate we ſhall conſult our o. Adyant 
and Welfare. A Love of our Oountty, 
though-it is one of the moſt generout and 
dises of el sass eee 
0 4 
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Rom. v. Jar ,6,g0045en;. for. one who has 


* ; 25 | ehen ready — — 
ſelye <5, if it were, neceſſary, for his:Nefence: 
and Safetyl St. Nau has obſerved(! chat 


eminentiy inſeful and ſerviceable to the 
World, aner vbuld euun dare to. die; and 
the Obſervation is very juſtly founded, and 
dufficiently,confirmed- byithe Experience of 
Men: There is, certainly. Generoſity and 
Gratitude. enough in many Men, to make 
them chearſully ſacrificg all their worldly 

AIstereſts, 77 even Life itſelf. for the Pro 
of erte ift that could; be the 
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thy Good. Whers Sy a wile, 
Conſtitutiom of the political Bod 
be always taken. to protect Men in th 
ereiſe of Religion, to ſecure them: 
Liberty of worſhipping God according 
the Dicutes af their, Cenſciences, and oo 
diſciplining: and imptoving the 
the Practice of all Virtue; and. 
thofr; Who want it, and are willing to make | 
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ing us ſteady and uniform in the Practice 
of Virtue, and indeed ſo neceſſary for this 
Purpoſe, that our Neglect of them muſt 
ever be attended with great Defects in many 
other Branches of our Duty. If ſuch 2 


prevail, we might hope for greater and more 
durable Advantages to the Publick from it, 
than from any other Thing whatſoever; as 
it would ſtop up the great Source of our 
publick Diſorders and Calamities, by cu- 
ring the * of our Minds, and as 
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of God Sum theſe Nations, and imploriny 3 
his Protection and Bleffing to them, muſt 
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